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“Amy is just amazing,” said Jo. “She has come so far — and she is such an
inspiration. We are all very proud of her.”

Amy was one of more than 50 young people to be honoured for their
outstanding citizenship at a special awards ceremony at Derwent Manor near
Consett this week.

The ceremony was organised by Derwentside District Council’s SPICE
project which was launched in 2001 with the aim of involving young people in
democracy and community issues.

Since then more than 9,000 young people and 40 schools have been involved
in the pioneering programme which won the Government’s prestigious
Beacon award for its work with “positive youth engagement”.

A total of 52 award winners aged from seven to 18 were presented with
certificates celebrating their achievements — but there was also a special
presentation to a handful of young people in recognition of their outstanding

contributions to the community.

These included seven-year-old Zara Rusling, a pupil at Leadgate Infant
School, who was nominated by her Head Teacher Margaret Jones for her
“exceptionally caring” attitude towards other pupils.

Zara, who lost both her Grandmother and Great Grandmother to cancer last
year, earned praise for her tireless and selfless support of others.

“Zara always notices when others aren’t happy — and she’s first to offer

support and friendship,” said Mrs Jones. “She’s an amazing little girl.”

Zara’'s proud parents Christopher, Diane and brother =
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momentous occasion.

“We've had a very difficult year but Zara has kept us all
going,” said Christopher. “Words cannot do justice to how .
incredibly proud we are of her.”

For Zara, it is all very simple. “I just like making people happy.”



It's a similar story for 14-year-old Kieren Mennell who was singled out for his
work with the Green Corridor’s Kids Co-op and the “Say” Stanley Active Youth
project.
“He’s a total star,” said youth participation worker Claire Everett, 29.
\ “He just cannot do enough. He organises activities, runs the tuck
shop, helps welcome new members and ensures

everyone is happy. And he’s so quiet and unassuming.

He’s a lovely lad.”

Sixth former Mark Maughan also earned praise for his work
with young people — both at school and at the Burnside and
Craghead Youth Clubs where he teaches football, cricket and rugby.

“Kids have a lot of stresses in their lives,” said Mark, 17, who is a pupil at St
Bede’s in Lanchester. “But at the youth club they can relax and have fun.”
Mark’s parents Helen and Ernie have always known their son is a little bit
special.

“He is just fantastic,” said Helen. “Everyone who meets Mark remembers him.

He just loves helping others.”

For Chair of the District Council, Olga Milburn, who was on hand to present
some of the prizes, the commitment and enthusiasm of the young award-
winners is quite simply breathtaking.

“Each and every young person here tonight has done something
extraordinary, whether it's caring for fellow pupils at school or educating
hundreds of others against the dangers of drugs. And they all deserve our
praise and respect.

“They are an inspiration to us all.”

For more information contact Darren Howell on 01207 218011.
Issued on behalf of Derwentside District Council by Emma Andrews on
(01661) 852 644.



